
Challenge:
Aspire: 

W ednesday, 13 N ovember 2019

T o explore ideas in the extract and my book.

T o enjoy reading the extract and my book.

Activator Task: 

AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS

⮚ What can we remember about Phileas Fogg?
⮚ What are the typical characteristics of a 

Victorian gentleman?  How were they expected 
to act and behave?

⮚ What was the lifestyle like for a man like Phileas 
Fogg?

3 mins
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Aspire: 

Challenge: 

Subject Key Terms: 

Adventure
T he Victorian Gentleman
A wager
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Exploring Key Context

Phileas Fogg, a distinguished London 
gentleman lives a quiet, uneventful life.  But 
when a debate is sparked among his friends 
at the Reform Club, who proclaim it 
impossible to travel around the world in 80 
days, he accepts the wager with gusto.  
With his valet Passerpartout in tow, Fogg 
sets off on an epic journey across four 
continents, by means of rail, steam and 
even an elephant, with endless surprises 
along the way.

5 mins
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Exploring Key Context

W hat is a wager?

A verb – betting a sum of money against someone else’s based on 
the outcome of an event.

A noun – “they have placed a wager on who will win tonight”

Fogg bets his fellow members at the Reform Club that he will 
make that journey in 80 days or less; the wager is for the 
princely sum of £20,000 (half his fortune).
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Think, Pair, Share
Why would this book 
have been so popular at 
the time? 

How has foreign travel 
and global 
communication changed 
since 1873?  

What methods of travel 
would Fogg have had to 
use?
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Guided Reading (teacher to read) 15 mins
This extract is taken from Chapter 1II and introduces us to the character of 
Phileas Fogg and his Valet Passepartout.
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Check understanding 5 mins

1. W hy was the author using such precise detail when 
describing Fogg’s actions at the start of the chapter?

2. How does the discussion about the robbery lead to the 
wager being issued?

3. How does his general behaviour contrast with his decision to 
accept the wager?

4. W hat does it mean by, “the world has grown so much 
smaller?”
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Independent reading time
W here will your reading take you?

Got a question or 
need help with a 

tricky word?
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Comparing adventures

⮚ How does the story you are reading compare with Around the 
world in 80 days? Is it more or less intriguing?

⮚ Do you like the hero of your story? How do they compare with the 
narrator of this book?    Are they a similar or different kind of hero?
⮚ What further information have you discovered about the 

narrator?

Shoulder Partners – turned discussion.
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