
Pandemics and epidemics – How many are you 
already aware of? 

Epidemic is a term that is often broadly used to describe any 
problem that has grown out of control. An epidemic is defined as 
"an outbreak of a disease that occurs over a wide geographic 
area and affects an exceptionally high proportion of the 
population."

An epidemic is an event in which a disease is actively spreading. In 
contrast, the term pandemic relates to geographic spread and is 
used to describe a disease that affects a whole country or the 
entire world.



TED TALKS 

• https://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-pandemics-spread

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-pandemics-spread


Epidemics and Pandemics - Articles

• https://www.visualcapitalist.com/history-of-pandemics-deadliest/

• https://www.livescience.com/worst-epidemics-and-pandemics-in-
history.html

• https://www.history.com/news/pandemics-end-plague-cholera-black-
death-smallpox

• https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/basics/past-
pandemics.html

• http://theconversation.com/10-misconceptions-about-the-1918-flu-
the-greatest-pandemic-in-history-133994

Some interesting historical ones. 

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/history-of-pandemics-deadliest/
https://www.livescience.com/worst-epidemics-and-pandemics-in-history.html
https://www.history.com/news/pandemics-end-plague-cholera-black-death-smallpox
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/basics/past-pandemics.html
http://theconversation.com/10-misconceptions-about-the-1918-flu-the-greatest-pandemic-in-history-133994






What reasons/ contributing factors 
might explain these statistics? 



Thoughts and Discussion 

• From your reading and research:

• What do these epidemic / pandemics have in common? 

• Whose responsibility is it to deal with these pandemics? 

• What are some misconceptions people have about 

pandemics?

• Why is it important that we read from reliable sources of 

information? 

• How do we know if a piece of research is reliable? 
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Memory Box – Task 

Chose on of the epidemics from History. 

Write a diary entry about: the causes and symptoms of the disease/ virus.

What is being done to deal with it?

What has the impact been?  (Challenge – keep it accurate to the 

historical context).

OR 

Create a public information leaflet / poster / broadcast on what 

everyone's roles and responsibilities are in dealing with your chosen out 

break. 

Extension – Create a fact file on 
the individuals / organisations 
that have helped combat these 

pandemics. 








